



















The Correspondence between Kan’ichi Asakawa and Gretchen Warren
? About the “Gretchen Warren Letters from Kan’ichi Asakawa and Related Papers” owned 
by Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University ?
Takashi JINNO
????????
?Kan’ichi Asakawa (1873-1948) was a professor of history at Yale University. He studied on the comparative 
history of medieval institutions between Japan and Europe. As an excellent Japanese historian at Yale he raised 
many academic achievements. Especially with his book titled “The Documents of Iriki” (1929) he acquired a high 
reputation among the academics of history in Europe and America. In addition he is very famous for the activities 
as a peace advocate because he tried to prevent the expansion of Japanese militarism by his writings and his let-
ters to friends. He had many American friends with whom he was in correspondence to discuss the contemporary 
international situations and to exchange their opinions. Among his American pen friends Gretchen Warren, an 
American poet living in Boston, was one of the closest friends. They were exchanging their letters regularly from 
1935 to 1948. After her death her daughter donated the letters from Asakawa to Gretchen to the Beineke Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library of Yale University. Now the letters are kept by the library under the title of 
“Gretchen Warren Letters from Kan’ichi Asakawa and Related Papers”. This essay aims at introducing and ana-
lyzing the contents of the letters.
WASEDA RILAS JOURNAL NO. 6
404








?????Gretchen Warren Letters from Kanʼichi Asakawa and Related Papers???????????????










??? 1946? 11? 12??????G.W.???? Gretchen Warren??????????????????
?????????????????????????Wikipedia???????????????










?????????????????????????????????????? New England Poetry 
Society??????????????????????????????????????John Singer Sar-





??Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University, “Gretchen Warren Letters from Kanʼichi Asakawa and Related 


















????????????? 1916?? 1? 28??? 2? 1?????????????????????
???????







????????????? 1917?? 6? 8??? 11???????????????????????
???????????????????????? 1925???????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????? 1945????????














?????????????????????????????????????????????Martin Green, The Mount 
Vernon Street Warrens. A Boston Story, 1860-1910, New York 1989, pp.150-152.
??1915????? “Asakawa Papers,” Box 5, Folder 49????
??1916??? 1917? 3? 24??????? “Asakawa Papers,” Box 5, Folder 50????






WASEDA RILAS JOURNAL NO. 6
??????????????????????????????????????????????????





?????????????????????????? Box 1? Box 2?????? 1935??? 1948?
?????????????????????? 82??????????????????????? Dear 







???????Writings and Letters of Dr. Asakawa of Yale?????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????




????????????????????????Asakawa Papers?????? Dear Friend??????
????????? 82??????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????







??? Asakawa Papers????Dear Friend?????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
???? 4?? 4?? 2???1941?? 1942?? Dear Friend???? Correspondent’s Enterprise????
????????????????Dear Friend???????????????????????????
????????????????????1942? 7? 19????Dear Friend????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????











??”The danger is only relatively less even with young scholars who have won their degrees a decade ago, as may 
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